
Ephesians 1-2 

The Big Idea 
As the worship of the church grew from infancy to maturity, in true Jewish fashion, the story behind 
the worship shapes the instruction on how we should live (the Haggadah leads to the Halakah). 
Paul’s opening prayer is a rehearsal of what God did at the beginning of time, what God is doing 
now, and what God will do for God’s people. 

 

Do you remember the first time you got a “bird’s-eye view of the world”? How did you feel? What 
did you notice? How did it change your perception of the “human-eye-view” world you live in? 

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF EPHESIANS 

The book of Ephesians is an interesting book because it is rather different from other letters that 
Paul wrote. There are no major issues with “Judiaizers” forcing circumcision on Gentile Christians. 
There are no internal conflicts about eating meat offered to pagan idols or controversies over 
spiritual gifts. Rather, this letter begins with a birds-eye view of the Christian story, as expressed in 
the life of worship, and goes on to offer guidance on how we should live in view of what God has 
done, is doing, and will do. 

This letter, along with Philippians, Colossians and Philemon are categorized as “prison epistles”, 
letters that Paul wrote while in prison. In these letters you’ll notice that while his imprisonment is a 
concern, it doesn’t play a central role in the theme of the letters. Rather, Paul seems to look at his 
circumstances as a temporary predicament, one that God has already remedied in Christ! 
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1:1-2—Traditional greeting 

1:3-14—Opening Doxology 
In the original Greek, this is one, long, breathless sentence!  According to this passage three major 
works of God, through time, are described: 

1) What did God do from the foundation of the earth? 
2) What is God doing now through and for the faithful? 
3) What will God do in the future for the faithful? 

 
1:15-23—Prayer for the Ephesians 
What does Paul pray that the Ephesians will receive (vv. 17-19)? 
What is the source of this great power (v. 20)? 
What is the connection between Christ’s cosmic reign and His visible and invisible power (v. 22)? 
 
2:1-22—A Rag-Tag Group by God’s Design 
Picking up on God’s “selection from the foundation of the earth”, Paul describes how God’s eternal 
intention was that disparate groups of Jews and Gentiles be brought together in Christ.  
 
 2:1-9—Describe God’s gracious action toward ALL people, Gentiles and Jews 
 2:10—What role do good works play in God’s grace? 
 2:11-13—What did God do for the Gentiles who were strangers and aliens to God’s 
Commonwealth? 
 2:14-16—What new thing has God created in Christ? 
 2:17-21—How is the household of God arranged? 
 
We sometimes get the impression that Jesus was a “last-ditch effort” to try to salvage what had 
failed in Israel. Is that the impression that Paul gives us in this letter? Why or why not? 
 
How can we bear witness to the “one new humanity in place of the two” in our community? 
 
How are you being “built together spiritually” into the holy temple in the Lord? 
 
Paul has given us a bird’s-eye view of the Christian story—how does this view shape or re-shape 
your view of the day-to-day world you live in? 


