
2 Corinthians 6-7 
Open Wide Your Hearts 

The Big Idea 
How do we find joy in the midst of suffering? In these two chapters Paul seemingly finishes his 
discourse on correcting the Corinthians view of Christian ministry in general and Paul specifically. 
(I say “seemingly” because the theme comes back with a vengeance in chapters 10-13). Here, 
Paul contrasts his sufferings with his consistency of character, and it appears that the Corinthian 
church has repented and sought reconciliation. 

 

Have you ever had a difficult co-worker or job which you really didn’t like? How did you find 
strength to persevere? Were there moments of joy in the midst of the difficulties? 

In the opening chapters of 2 Corinthians, Paul is re-orienting the Corinthians expectations of Paul 
as he tries to get their eyes off of him and onto God. Paul is a servant of the Gospel message; he 
is not the inventor of the Gospel message. We hear in chapter 2:5-11 that the Corinthians have 
corrected one of Paul’s opponents, perhaps quite severely—Paul’s message seems to be getting 
through. Nevertheless, the Corinthians need to stop judging Paul by appearances and start 
appreciating him according to the larger story of what God is doing through the message of the 
Gospel. 
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6:1-5 The Commendation of Paul’s Work, part I 
Growing out of God’s work of reconciliation through Christ, Paul and the Corinthians should 
see themselves as co-workers with God in reconciliation. 
 
What are the “successes” that commend Paul’s work? Cf. 2 Corinthians 11:23-28 for more 
specifics. 

 
6:6-13 The Commendation of Paul’s Work, part II 
 With all the challenges that Paul faced, how does he conduct himself among the churches? 
 

How does Paul hold tight to his principles of pastoral conduct despite persecution and 
struggle and disaster? 
 
How does Paul want the Corinthians to receive him? How would you describe how the 
Corinthians had been receiving Paul and his leadership? 
 

6:14-7:1 Do Not Be Mismatched with Unbelievers 
I’ve always heard that this passage was about forbidding marriage between Christians and 
non-Christians—what do you think about that? 
 
Paul has been re-orienting the Corinthians away from their cultural sense of evaluation and 
system of patronage—what entanglements might members of the Corinthian church be 
getting into that is leading them to hold onto old cultural values? 
 

7:2-4 Open Wide Your Hearts 
Paul picks up where he left off in 6:13—despite everything how does Paul feel about the 
Corinthians? 

 
7:5-16 Titus, Macedonia and a Church that Repented 

Paul last mentioned Titus and Macedonia in 2:12—he suddenly picks the subject back up 5 
chapters later. This is why some scholars think that 2 Corinthians has multiple letters pasted 
together. 
 
What is the difference between godly grief and worldly grief? Have you ever had an 
experience of “godly grief”?  
 
At hearing the Corinthians’ change of heart, how does Paul react? 
 

Taking a moment to take stock of the book so far, what have you learned about Paul and his 
relationship with the churches he served? Has your mind changed or been expanded? This book 
addresses specific problems in a specific church—what larger, more universal application have 
you found? 
 


