
2 Corinthians 4-5 
Honor and Glory and Ethics and Patronage 

The Big Idea 
Paul’s stressful relationship with the Corinthian church leads him to probe deeply into the 
relationships between human life lived in God’s grace, the ethics of ministry of the Gospel from one 
human to another, and the divine presence in the midst of human suffering. In the scope of God’s 
working, Paul finds all of these things working together for God’s glory. The challenge for us, then, 
is to look at ourselves, others, and the world with God’s eyes rather than human eyes. 

 

Have you ever had to “sell” yourself (in a good way)? Meeting in-laws for first time? Job interview? 
What did that feel like? Did you have confidence, and if so, what was the source of that 
confidence? 

Remember the key sentence from 2:17—“For we are not peddlers of God’s word like so many; but 
in Christ we speak as persons of sincerity, as persons sent from God and standing in his 
presence.” 

In chapter 3, Paul takes on the “system” of Greco-Roman patronage that the Corinthians clung to, 
requiring letters of recommendation from Paul and his associates establishing Paul’s credentials to 
call himself an Apostle. Paul argues that the only recommendations he needs are from God and 
from the Corinthians themselves who know him well enough. 
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2 Corinthians 4:1-6 Is Paul’s Gospel a Veiled or Open? 
 How were some of the Corinthians' minds being veiled to the truth of the Gospel? 
 
2 Corinthians 4:7-11 Earthen Vessels 

Paul’s own body becomes the container for God’s most valuable treasure—what has been 
happening to Paul that may cause some to question whether or not God is truly blessing 
Paul?  
 
“I believed, and so I spoke”—a quote from Psalm 116—read the entirety of this Psalm 
together.  How does this Psalm shape and describe the experience Paul’s “earthen vessel” 
has been having? 

 
2 Corinthians 4:16-5:10 Walking by Faith, Not by Sight 

How have the Corinthians relied on their “sight” rather than faith to guide them? What role 
does the “earthly tent” play in their minds? 
 
Some people interpret walking by faith to mean constantly going out on a limb and always 
doing things that are counterintuitive, even non-sensical. Is that what Paul means here? 
 
Some people think our bodies are meaningless and of no importance—is that what Paul is 
saying in these verses? 
 
What is the source of Paul’s confidence and what judgement really matters to Paul? 
 

2 Corinthians 5:11-21 The Ministry of Reconciliation 
 Why should the Corinthians boast about Paul? 
 

How does Paul urge the Corinthians to life? 
 
Paul now sets up another old/new contrast—“human view” and “new creation”. Describe the 
differences between the human view and the new creation view. 
 
Paul affirms that his ministry is about reconciliation—what does reconciliation mean? Why 
do you think Paul is so assertive that his ministry is about reconciliation? 
 What other kind of “ministry” might the Corinthians seek from Paul? 

What works of reconciliation do you see in Paul’s life and ministry? 
Who is the first “reconciler”—who initiated the work of reconciliation? 
 

 
  What does the ministry of reconciliation look like in your life? 


