
Acts 16: Paul the Missionary and His 
Coworkers 

Big Idea 
The end of the book of Acts has Paul journeying around the Mediterranean doing missionary work. 
In this chapter we see the difficult Paul had when sharing the Gospel in Gentile territories. Along 
with the Holy Spirit, Paul’s coworkers are a source of strength through difficult times. 

 

Following the Jerusalem Council, when James declared that Gentiles didn’t have to keep Jewish 
law in order to be part of the church, Paul goes on a second missionary journey to Gentiles, 
retracing some of the steps of his first journey, then venturing into new territories. 

As they started out, Paul and Barnabas were traveling companions again. However, an argument 
arose between them over whether or not John Mark (the Gospel of Mark is attributed to him) 
should accompany them. Paul didn’t want Mark to join them since he had abandoned them on the 
first missionary journey. The argument was so sharp that Paul and Barnabas separated, and Paul 
journeyed on with Silas as a traveling companion. 

What do you think about Paul’s inability to reconcile with Barnabas? 

Acts 16:1-5—Wait, what? 
 Paul recruits Timothy as a protégé—right after the Jerusalem Council which declared that 
circumcision is not required, Paul has Timothy circumcised. 
 
 Compare Paul’s account in Galatians 2:1-10 
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Acts 16:6-10 Paul’s vision of a man of Macedonia 
 What is the significance that Paul didn’t head toward Bithynia, but to Macedonia? 
 
Acts 16:11-15 First Converts on European soil 
 Notice anything strange about the pronouns in this section? What might that mean? 
 
 Who was Lydia, what was her profession, and what does it mean that a female takes such 
an important role in this story?  
 
Acts 16:16-24 Paul faces opposition and lands in jail 
 The “spirit of divination”, in Greek, is a “Pythonic spirit”—the word Python is derived the 
Greek god Apollo. With whom is Paul clashing when he casts out the spirit? 
 
Acts 16:25-40 Paul and Silas in jail 
 Notice what Paul and Silas were doing in prison! 
 What causes the jailer to seek salvation from Paul? 
 What surprising discover do we make about Paul’s identity in this section? 
 
One of the consistencies through Paul’s missionary journeys is that he’s never alone—do we ever 
try to go it alone in faith? 
 
From here on in the book of Acts the focus is on Paul—why do you think the author now focuses 
on Paul alone? 

 


