
Acts: The Holy Spirit’s Feminine Side 

The Big Idea 
Masculine metaphors used to describe God’s activity amongst humanity is are dominant 
metaphors in Christianity (and Judaism and Islam, for that matter). However, we must remember 
that God is not “male”—early Christian scholars remind us that God defies human gender. To that 
end, the Scriptures hint at an overlooked, perhaps even subverted, feminine side of God that, 
when brought back into the light, helps correct and more fully illumine how we experience God. On 
this Mother’s Day, we explore some of the feminine aspects of the divine. 

 

Linguistically, some Christian theologians have thought of the Spirit as a feminine expression of 
the Trinity. In Hebrew, the word for spirit is RUACH, a feminine noun. In Greek, the word is 
PNEUMA, a neuter noun. What feminine aspects of the Spirit did we explore in the sermon this 
morning? Are there other feminine aspects of the Holy Spirit you see in the scriptures? 

Why do you think Luke places such great emphasis on Mary, the mother of Jesus, while many 
other Christian writers pass over her in silence or give a passing reference? 
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Here are some Scriptures that explore the “feminine touch” of the divine. 

Genesis 1: 26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness… 

27 So God created humankind in his image, 
    in the image of God he created them; 
    male and female he created them. 
 

Isaiah 46: 3 Listen to me, O house of Jacob, 
    all the remnant of the house of Israel, 
who have been borne by me from your birth, 
    carried from the womb; 
4 even to your old age I am he, 
    even when you turn gray I will carry you. 
I have made, and I will bear; 
    I will carry and will save. 

Psalm 131: A Song of Ascents. Of David. 
1 O Lord, my heart is not lifted up, 
    my eyes are not raised too high; 
I do not occupy myself with things 
    too great and too marvelous for me. 
2 But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
    like a weaned child with its mother; 
    my soul is like the weaned child that is with me. 
3 O Israel, hope in the Lord 
    from this time on and forevermore. 
 
Luke 13:  34 Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those 
who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen 
gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!  

How have you encountered a “motherly” energy when you’ve experienced God’s presence? 

Is it comfortable or uncomfortable for you to think of a feminine side to God? Is it more or less 
comfortable to think of God in masculine terms and metaphors? 

How is God helping birth new life and growing love in you today?  
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