
Acts 2—What is the church? 

The Big Idea 
The church was born on Pentecost, according to Acts 2, but it remained a sect within Judaism. 
Rather than making a “clean-break” with her Jewish heritage, early Christians saw themselves in 
continuity with God’s promises made to Abraham and Israel. This has important effects on us 
today. 

 

In past sessions, we looked at the “mythical” language that Luke uses to describe the meaning of 
Pentecost. Can you summarize some of those details? 

In Acts 2, Peter refers to his hearers as Israelites three times—what is the deeper history that 
Peter is drawing upon? How does this shape the emerging church’s relationship with her history? 

1ST CENTURY JEWISH HISTORY: The idea that there was a mainstream Judaism in 1st century is 
false. 
 Pharisees: 
 Sadducees: 
 Herodians: 
 Priests: 
 Essenes: 
 Zealots: 
 Sicarii: 
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An important detail—the sects listed above account for a small percentage, much less than 50%, 
of Jews in the first century. The vast majority were “everyday” Jewish people, mostly peasants, just 
trying to live their lives, keep food laws, live faithfully according to God’s law. One of the few 
documents that sheds any light on this aspect of the first century world is the _______  
_________________. 
 
The community that grew out of the Pentecost story didn’t see itself as distinct from its Jewish 
heritage, but in continuity. Roman law reflects that Christians were treated as a sect within Judaism 
for well over a century. 
 
THE REAL QUESTION OF EARLY CHRISTIANS WASN’T “HOW DO I GET FORGIVENESS,” IT 
WAS “WHAT IS GOD DOING IN THE WORLD TODAY, AND HOW CAN I LIVE IN HARMONY 
WITH WHAT GOD IS UP TO”! 
 
 
Early Christian paradigm for reading the Old Testament (or THE SCRIPTURES, as the first 
Christians would have called it): 
 
 
 

The  
Law of 
Moses 

           The Christian                          The Lens                                   The “Old Testament” 

What is the lens that the first Christians used to read the Scriptures? 
 
How does this shape our view of what the Church is today? 
 
How does this correct or reshape what you’ve heard about the Old Testament? 
 
How has misunderstanding this relationship led to abuse throughout history? 
 
How does the lens help us interpret our ethics? 
 
How does the lens help us interpret our world? 


