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RESIGNATION LETTER FROM DAVID
July 12, 2021
Dear church family and board of First Christian Church, Baton Rouge,
The past year, with the many challenges that COVID has presented,
has given me and my family reason to reflect on our family’s goals and
God’s direction for us, and our feeling was that we wanted to be closer
to our family in Texas and New Mexico. For that reason, I entered the
Disciples Search and Call process, and have accepted the call to be the settled Senior
Minister of First Christian Church, Midland, Texas.
Thus, it is with mixed emotions of sadness and hopefulness that I announce my
resignation as Senior Minister of First Christian Church, Baton Rouge. These past
eight years that I have served as your pastor have been important years of growth in
ministry through our shared faith, friendship, worship and ministry together. I cannot
tell the length and breadth of the love and support you’ve given to me and my family,
and I offer my lasting appreciation for the countless spiritual and material gifts you’ve
generously shared from your hearts.
Even as I have hopes for the future for my family and our ministry in Texas, I have a
firm hope for a bright future for our church family in Louisiana. FCCBRLA is a strong
congregation, and your network of love and rich resources of faith and shared history
is a strong foundation to continue building the work begun years ago in Baton Rouge.
Believing that a change of call was emerging for me, I contacted our board chair, Pam
Jones, and chair-elect, Carole Madere, a couple of months ago, allowing them and
other congregational leaders to converse and develop a plan for transition after my
departure. They contacted Rev. Nadine Burton, our regional minister, and have been
working toward an orderly transition process. They will be in communication with
the congregation about the next steps for you. I deeply appreciate their support and
patience as the Search and Call process unfolded for me these past months.
My last Sunday preaching, and last day of work, will be August 8, 2021. I keep all of you
in my prayers and humbly ask that you remember Kori, Layne, and me in yours.
						

Always and eternally in Christ’s peace,

Rev. Dr. David Chisham
Senior Minister

FROM YOUR GENERAL BOARD CHAIR
Ecclesiastes tells us that “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under Heaven.” As a congregation, we are entering a new season. We have already had
to say goodbye to several of our church family members this year — some who have
left us for a Heavenly Kingdom and others who have moved on but not quite so far
away as that.
And now we find ourselves having to say goodbye to our minister and his family as they
move on to the new opportunity God has provided them. Beyond the fact that it’s never
easy to say farewell to people you love, this comes after a period when most of us are
tired of the instability and not-knowing that have peppered the past year and a half in
our nation and in our world.
It would be easy to become disheartened by all these
changes, but our Heavenly Father has his hands on this as
all things. We are His people and we trust that He has our
best interests in mind.
Ecclesiastes does tell us that there is a season for
everything, but notice that scripture also pairs each item
listed with a corresponding opposite or end … so a time
to grieve is paired with a time to dance … and a time to be
quiet is paired with a time to speak … and a time to search
is paired with a time to quit searching. Now is our time to
say farewell to David and Kori and Layne. And even as we
wish them the best in their new venture, it is okay that we will miss them dearly. For it is
our season to do so … but it is also our season to prepare for what comes next.
It is our season to embrace each other as brothers and sisters in Christ and trust our
Heavenly Father to guide us to what comes next. It is our season to look forward to
what God has in mind for us, because we know that He has great things in store for us.
So we look forward to what comes next, and we prepare for that with a peaceful spirit
and trust in our Lord.
						
						
						

Love and peace,
Pam Jones,
Board Chair
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Disciples Women Summer Social Gathering
Join us for this time of fellowship with Disciples
Women
around
the
Great
River
Region
for a time to virtually visit and play some games on
Saturday, July 24, 2021, from 10 am ‘til noon. To register,
please click here.
Our theme is Hope Springs Eternal, and scripture focus
is Ephesians 1:17a-18a.

Disciples Virtual Gathering
Save the Date! There will be a virtual gathering of Disciples
across the life of the church on Saturday, August 7, 2021,
an opportunity for Disciples to connect, learn, worship, and
imagine new ways of gathering as church. The day’s focus
will be on the covenant we share as Disciples and the
promise of Romans 8:38-39 that nothing can separate us
from the love of God. If you would like to be notified when
more information is ready, click here.

Coffee Fellowship - Pondering the return of a Sunday favorite
At the time of the 2021 volunteer sign-up, we could barely visualize when Coffee
Fellowship might return to our Sunday mornings — yet, here we are! Conversations
have begun about re-establishing our Sunday morning time of casual conversation as
a community, over coffee and modest breakfast items, hosted between 9:30 a.m. and
the start of the ten o’clock service, in the Fellowship Hall.
Would you be willing to be part of a rotating team of Coffee Fellowship hosts?
Warming up some biscuits and starting a couple of pots of coffee (all provided by
the church), along with clean up, are the Sunday duties. Other breakfast items are
welcome, at the host team’s discretion and expense.
Please contact the church office by email or phone to express your interest and
willingness to serve on a Coffee Fellowship team, and we’ll report back with responses,
soon. Please reach out, too, if you have other suggestions or comments!
Email churchoffice@fccbrla.org
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•

Phone 225-926-4175

Disciples Women Fellowship Returns!
GREAT NEWS! Several ladies have been inquiring
when the Disciple Women’s Fellowship (DWF) was
going to start meeting again. We are planning to
have our first meeting next week, WEDNESDAY,
JULY 21, 10:00 AM-12:00 PM. We will be meeting
in the Youth building until our church kitchen can
be used again.
If you have an appetizer or snack you would like
to share, please bring it. Your presence is all that
is required.
Please join us on the third Wednesday of each month. All women and
friends of the church are welcome.
You may stay for David’s Bible study beginning at 1:00 pm in the church
library. Hope to see you next Wednesday!
						

Peace,

						

Phyllis Willis

Speak up for those
who cannot speak for
themselves, for the
rights of all who
are destitute. Speak
up and judge fairly;
defend the rights of
the poor and needy.
Proverbs 31:8-9
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SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS
July 18, 2021
July 25, 2021
10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Church Opening
Sacraments
Deacon/Greeter
Liturgist
Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon
Elder
Video Tech
Sound Tech
Livestream
Church Closing
Graphic Builder

David Fennell
Felicia Still
Ed Atkins
Phyllis Willis
Callie Cody
Rev. David Chisham
Pam Comeaux
TBD
Chris Culp
Ted Baldwin
Cathi Pourciau
Yvonne Taylor

Church Opening
Sacraments
Deacon/Greeter
Liturgist
Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon
Elder
Video Tech
Sound Tech
Livestream
Church Closing
Program Builder

Pam Jones
Felicia Still
Melanie Cobb
Charlene Landry
Leatus Still
Layne Chisham
David Brian
Frank Dickinson
Tony Fatta
Ted Baldwin
Chris Culp
Church Office

Lectionary Readings: July 14-27, 2021
Wednesday, July 14, 2021: Psalm 68:24-35; 2 Samuel 6:16-23; Luke 7:31-35
Thursday, July 15, 2021: Psalm 89:20-37; 1 Chronicles 11:15-19; Colossians 1:15-23
Friday, July 16, 2021: Psalm 89:20-37; 1 Chronicles 14:1-2; Acts 17:16-31
Saturday, July 17, 2021: Psalm 89:20-37; 1 Chronicles 15:1-2, 16:4-13; Luke 18:35-43
Sunday, July 18, 2021: Proper 11 (16) - 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37; Ephesians 2:11-22;
Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
Monday, July 19, 2021: Psalm 61; 2 Samuel 7:18-29; Hebrews 13:17-25
Tuesday, July 20, 2021: Psalm 61; 2 Samuel 8:1-18; Acts 20:17-38
Wednesday, July 21, 2021: Psalm 61; 2 Samuel 9:1-13; Luke 15:1-7
Thursday, July 22, 2021: Psalm 14; 2 Samuel 10:1-5; Colossians 1:9-14
Friday, July 23, 2021: Psalm 14; 2 Samuel 10:6-12; Colossians 3:12-17
Saturday, July 24, 2021: Psalm 14; 2 Samuel 10:13-19; John 4:31-38
Sunday, July 25, 2021: Proper 12 (17) - 2 Samuel 11:1-15; Psalm 14; Ephesians 3:14-21; John 6:1-21
Monday, July 26, 2021: Psalm 37:12-22; 2 Samuel 11:14-21; Philippians 4:10-20
Tuesday, July 27, 2021: Psalm 37:12-22; 2 Samuel 11:22-27; Romans 15:22-33
—6—

Prayer List
The following people represent some of the current concerns at First Christian Church. If you would like
to have a name added, update a current prayer request, or remove someone from the prayer list, please
fill out the prayer request section of our online check-in page, or contact us at churchoffice@fccbrla.org,
or 225-926-4175. Names generally rotate off after 30/60/90 days without an update, depending on the
nature of the original request.

Members in our prayers:
JD Albin, Dora & Ron Blackburn, Lois & Bill Burt, Norma Carr, Jody Chrisope, Laurel
Dennis, Martha Denova, Paul Foster, Rich Griswold, Lee Gullett, Ruth Horn, Jane
Johnson, Marie Ladner, Ann Landry, Helen Mitchener, Bob & Jennifer Netterville, Donna
Tetrick, Bev Tipton, Mary Jon Turner, Wally and Bev Weselak, Toni Wilson

Friends & Family of Members in our prayers
Ellen Ashbrook, Greg Anderson, Donna & Don Bohlcke, Brittany Stevenson Boothe,
Angela Marie Avansi Casarotti, Rhett Castleberry, Jimmy Cody, Tony Coleman, Patricia
Cornelius, the family of John Durham, the family of Jackie Fatta Marioles, Dean Fife,
the family of Rev. Monte Gravenstein, Amanda & Danielle Grigg, Lane Holloman, Jeff
Judice, Kenny, Amber Lessard, the family of Tina Mazer, Tallu Schuyler Quinn, Cherry
Quin, Sylvia Rabalais, Maxine Rak, Matt Rink, Rebekah Rimes, Jimmy Rudd, Alyssa
Russell, Scott Sanders, Dayna Coupel Simoneaux, Nick Tullier, Amy Ziettlow

Members in Active Military Service:
PVT Gage Goodspeed

CONTACT INFORMATION AND ONLINE LINKS:
Church Office Phone:		
225-926-4175		
Email: churchoffice@fccbrla.org
Rev. David Chisham:		
703-220-6011		
Email: david@fccbrla.org
Website: fccbrla.org			
YouTube Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
Facebook: https://facebook.com/fccbrla Twitter: https://twitter.com/fccbrla
Instagram: https://instagram.com/fccbrla
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First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

8484 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1317
225-926-4175 | fccbrla.org

SERVICE AT 10:00 AM EACH SUNDAY - IN PERSON and ONLINE

Attention Techies, or Techie-wannabes!
Are you interested in helping with our livestream production? You don’t need to have
specialized skills; just be able to follow the service and click a mouse. With training,
you’ll know how to create a livestream program from beginning to end!
We use the industry standard app - OBS - for production, so the skills you learn will
transfer to productions you might do for work, school or just for fun! The graphic
program build process and video board, as well as running the sound board are options,
as well - with volunteer hours available for students needing them! Contact us, here to
let us know of your interest.

