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LIFE’S LESSER AND GREATER INTERRUPTIONS

Out of the depths 
I cry to you, 
O Lord

Ok, Lord, 
what’s my 
job today?

In the spiritual life, there is a mysterious and vexing balance that 
we often have to strike between focus and distraction. I remember 
living with my sister when her children were in their teens, and she 
often found frustration when they had last-minute surprises to 
spring on her. To that end, she posted a sign on the refrigerator 
that read, “A lack of planning on your part does not constitute an 
emergency on my part!” Whenever her kids appeared at breakfast 
with a need that had to be fulfilled that morning (usually, a request 
that they had known about for days or a week before), she’d curtly 

point to the sign on the refrigerator door.

Interruptions can divert us, set us back, and get in the way. 
We do need to set healthy boundaries and not let ourselves 
become a doormat. Yet, at the same time, life’s lesser 
and greater interruptions can contain incredible and life-
changing meaning.

Years ago, in my first ministry, I remember a certain woman 
who, I believe, lived on the street or in a shelter, and who 
stopped by the church office with small assistance requests 
from time to time. One day she asked for assistance to buy 
a bus ticket to return home. I told her if she raised half the 
amount, we’d cover the other half. To be honest, I didn’t 
expect her to return, but early the next week she was back 
with some crisp $20 bills in hand. I had promised to help, and now, despite my plans 
for the day, I was going to have to come through. As a policy, we didn’t give out cash, 
so we had to go together to make the ticket purchase.

We were in Arlington, Virginia, and the only bus station I knew of was a lengthy metro 
ride away inside Washington, DC. This meant walking a few blocks to the metro station, 
taking a 30-minute train ride, getting off the metro, and walking around to the backside 
of Union Station, waiting in line, making the purchase, then reversing the whole trip to 
return to Arlington. All in all, it took a full afternoon to complete and was definitely a 
distraction from whatever I had planned. But that afternoon, as we walked and rode 
the train together, I had the opportunity to walk and ride in the woman’s shoes, seeing 
how negatively people reacted to her appearance. I knew her to be a kind and gentle 
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O Israel, 
hope in 
the Lord!

Rev. Dr. David Chisham
Senior Minister

The church office will be closed on Monday, July 5. 

NO Bible study on Wednesday, July 7.

We wish you and yours a happy and safe Independence Day celebration!

woman; yes, she struggled with some type of mental illness, perhaps even psychosis, 
but she was a gentle soul. Yet, the looks on the faces of people passing by were looks 
of disgust and fear. I can only imagine how those looks, day after day, only served to 
heighten her own feelings of fear of others. Had that interruption not happened, I would 
have missed a valuable opportunity to grow in my understanding and compassion for 
individuals dealing with mental illness.

One day Jesus was walking along on a mission to help a father whose 12-year-old 
girl had fallen ill. Along the way a woman who had suffered an illness for 12 years 
grabbed the hem of his garment, hoping to find a cure for her misery. Jesus could 
have pressed on, determined that nothing would distract him, but instead, he stopped, 
acknowledged the interruption, and engaged that woman in conversation. He helped 
her understand that it was her faith that made her well, not just touching Jesus’ clothing. 
That realization about her faith, which would have been lost had Jesus not stopped, is 
something that she could carry with her the rest of her life. (Mark 5:24-34)

I know that interruptions can really get in the way of the plans we’ve set for ourselves, 
but, as we see with Jesus, sometimes interruptions can become Kingdom moments. 
Discussing this in Sunday School this past week, Dak McInnis shared a focusing thought 
he uses to help discern this. Each morning he rises and asks God, “Ok, Lord, what’s my 
job today?” Dak doesn’t give a list of things he wants God to do for him that day, but 
rather makes himself available to do what God needs to be done. I hope we can all do 
some version of this in our spiritual walks!

      Christ’s peace,
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Disciples Virtual Gathering

Join us for this time of fellowship with Disciples 
Women around the Great River Region.                                                                                              
for a time to visit and play some games on Saturday, 
July 24, 2021, from 10 am ‘til noon. To register, please 
click here.

Our theme is Hope Springs Eternal, and scripture focus 
is Ephesians 1:17a, 18a 

Save the Date! There will be a virtual gathering of Disciples 
across the life of the church on Saturday, August 7, 2021, 
an opportunity for Disciples to connect, learn, worship, and 
imagine new ways of gathering as church. The day’s focus 
will be on the covenant we share as Disciples and the 
promise of Romans 8:38-39 that nothing can separate us 
from the love of God. If you would like to be notified when 
more information is ready, click here.

Disciples Women Summer Social Gathering

Dear Church Family,

Paul and I really enjoyed the wonderful brunch.  It was such a joy to be able to 
have a real live (non-virtual) fellowship meal!  And all of the food was delicious, 
of course!  

Thanks also for the signed photo of the church chancel.  It will always be 
treasured.  

We are so grateful for your many expressions of love and support.  FCC BR has 
been at the center of our lives for a long time, and we will continue to hold the 
church and each of you in our hearts and prayers – no matter where we are! 

Thanks be to God for each of you, and for the faith that we share.

In Christ, 

Mary and Paul Thompson
P.s. Our new address is 1050 East Bend View, Greensboro, GA 30642

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuENpDFfpIf59unWyNevigRVOCkCqVVL7PfIZCuiKQxEqP9w/viewform
https://disciples.org/2021-virtual-gathering
https://disciples.org/2021-virtual-gathering
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuENpDFfpIf59unWyNevigRVOCkCqVVL7PfIZCuiKQxEqP9w/viewform
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Coffee Fellowship - Pondering the return of a Sunday favorite

At the time of the 2021 volunteer sign-up, we could barely visualize when Coffee 
Fellowship might return to our Sunday mornings — yet, here we are! Conversations 
have begun about re-establishing our Sunday morning time of casual conversation as 
a community, over coffee and modest breakfast items, hosted between 9:30 a.m. and 
the start of the ten o’clock service, in the Fellowship Hall.

Would you be willing to be part of a rotating team of Coffee Fellowship hosts? 
Warming up some biscuits and starting a couple of pots of coffee (all provided by 
the church), along with clean up, are the Sunday duties. Other breakfast items are 
welcome, at the host team’s discretion and expense. 

Please contact the church office by email or phone to express your interest and 
willingness to serve on a Coffee Fellowship team, and we’ll report back with responses, 
soon. Please reach out, too, if you have other suggestions or comments!

Email churchoffice@fccbrla.org          •           Phone 225-926-4175

mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org%20?subject=CoffeeFellowshipArticle
https://mcusercontent.com/f116ea2a309e7506fcf7a57bc/files/f8191dc5-86d0-9093-c275-f0f2115e123e/AR_2021_Inf
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July 4, 2021
10:00 a.m. Worship Service

July 11, 2021

Church Opening 
Sacraments 

Deacon/Greeter
Liturgist 

Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon

 Elder 
Video Tech 

Sound Tech 
Livestream  

Church Closing
Graphic Builder

Marion Denova
Felicia Still
Dak McInnis
Kristin Morgan
Leonardo Morgan
Chris Culp
TBD
Carol Madere
Jeff Cody
Ted Baldwin
Aaron Turnipseed
Jill Brian

Wednesday, June 30: Psalm 18:1-6, 43-50; 1 Chronicles 10:1-14; Mark 9:14-29

Thursday, July 1, 2021: Psalm 48; 2 Samuel 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 4:8-13

Friday, July 2, 2021: Psalm 48; 2 Samuel 3:1-12; 2 Corinthians 10:7-11

Saturday, July 3, 2021: Psalm 48; 2 Samuel 3:31-38; Matthew 8:18-22

Sunday, July 4, 2021: Proper 9 (14): 2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10; 2 Corinthians 12:2-10; Mark 6:1-13

Monday, July 5, 2021: Psalm 21; 2 Samuel 5:1-10; 2 Corinthians 11:16-33

Tuesday, July 6, 2021: Psalm 21; 2 Samuel 5:11-16; James 5:7-12

Wednesday, July 7, 2021: Psalm 21; 2 Samuel 5:17-25; John 7:1-9

Thursday, July 8, 2021: Psalm 24; Exodus 25:10-22; Colossians 2:1-5

Friday, July 9, 2021: Psalm 24; Exodus 37:1-16; Colossians 4:2-18

Saturday, July 10, 2021: Psalm 24; Numbers 10:11-36; Luke 1:57-80

Sunday, July 11, 2021: Proper 10 (15): 2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19; Ephesians 1:3-14; Mark 6:14-29

Monday, July 12, 2021: Psalm 68:24-35; 2 Samuel 6:6-12a; Acts 21:27-39

Tuesday, July 13, 2021: Psalm 68:24-35; 2 Samuel 3:12-16; Acts 23:12-35

SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS

Church Opening 
Sacraments 

Deacon/Greeter
Liturgist 

Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon

 Elder 
Video Tech 

Sound Tech 
Livestream  

Church Closing
Program Builder

Pam Jones
Felicia Still
Sherry McInnis
Lisa Fennell
Crystal Casarotti
Anderson Krupala
Chris Culp
Nicolas Morgan
Greg Taliaferro
Ted Baldwin
Nancy Fatta
Jeff Cody

Lectionary Readings: June 30-July 13, 2021
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Prayer List
The following people represent some of the current concerns at First Christian Church. If you would like 

to have a name added, update a current prayer request, or remove someone from the prayer list, please 

fill out the prayer request section of our online check-in page, or contact us at churchoffice@fccbrla.org, 

or 225-926-4175. Names generally rotate off after 30/60/90 days without an update, depending on the 

nature of the original request.

Members in our prayers: 

JD Albin, Dora & Ron Blackburn, Norma Carr, Jody Chrisope, Laurel Dennis, Martha 

Denova, Paul Foster, Rich Griswold, Lee Gullett, Ruth Horn, Jane Johnson, Marie Ladner, 

Helen Mitchener, Bob & Jennifer Netterville, Bev Tipton, Mary Jon Turner, Wally and 

Bev Weselak, Toni Wilson

Friends & Family of Members in our prayers 

Ellen Ashbrook, Greg Anderson, Donna & Don Bohlcke, Brittany Stevenson Boothe, 

Angela Marie Avansi Casarotti, Rhett Castleberry, Patricia Cornelius, Johnny Durham, 

Dean Fife, Amanda & Danielle Grigg, the family, friends, and unit comrades of Sgt. 

Casey Hart, Judy Heacock, Lane Holloman, Donita Hutchinson, Jeff Judice, Kenny , 

friends of Matt Kelley, Amber Lessard, Larry LeTeff, Tallu Schuyler Quinn, Cherry Quin, 

the family of Sue Pounds, Sylvia Rabalais, Maxine Rak, Rebekah Rimes, Jimmy Rudd, 

Alyssa Russell, Dayna Coupel Simoneaux, Nick Tullier, Amy Ziettlow

Members in Active Military Service: 

PVT Gage Goodspeed

CONTACT INFORMATION AND ONLINE LINKS:
Church Office Phone:  225-926-4175  Email: churchoffice@fccbrla.org
Rev. David Chisham:  703-220-6011  Email: david@fccbrla.org

Website:   fccbrla.org   
YouTube Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
Facebook: https://facebook.com/fccbrla  Twitter: https://twitter.com/fccbrla
Instagram: https://instagram.com/fccbrla

https://fccbrla.org/sunday
mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=Prayer%20List
mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org%20?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:david%40fccbrla.org?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
http://fccbrla.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
https://facebook.com/fccbrla
https://twitter.com/fccbrla
https://instagram.com/fccbrla


First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
8484 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1317
225-926-4175  |  fccbrla.org

SERVICE AT 10:00 AM EACH SUNDAY - IN PERSON and ONLINE

Attention Techies, or Techie-wannabes!
Volunteers are still welcome to help with our livestream production. You don’t need 
to have specialized skills; just be able to follow the service and click a mouse. With 
training, you’ll learn how to create a livestream program from beginning to end. We use 
the industry standard app, OBS, for production, so the skills you learn will transfer to 
productions you might do in work, school or just for fun! Contact us, here.

Church office will be closed on Monday, July 5. 

NO Bible study on Wednesday, July 7.

https://fccbrla.org
mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=LivestreamProductionVolunteerTraining

