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Church on the Move: How Do You Know It’s the Holy Spirit?

The presence of the Holy Spirit is a much-debated topic amongst 
Christians. Is the Spirit leading us this direction, or that direction? 

Maybe what we think is the Spirit’s leading is actually our own 
desires and ego? There is plenty of evidence of Christians running 
off in the wrong direction, thinking they’ve been prompted by the 
Spirit.

The book of Acts, which we’re exploring in the latest sermons series 
titled, “Church on the Move,” presents a number of vignettes about 

how the Spirit worked with and moved the earliest Christians, prompting their growth 
in new directions. In Acts 2, the Spirit gave the Apostles the ability to speak the Gospel 
in different languages, and the culturally diverse community which was baptized and 
assembled around the teaching of the Apostles exhibited a radical and Spirit-inspired 
unity as they shared their goods and wealth with one another. In Acts chapters 3-7, 
we can hear the influence of the Spirit giving courage to the Apostles as they stand 
up against harassment for preaching and healing others in the name of Jesus. And, in 
Acts 8, we have the very interesting case of the Spirit’s influence upon Philip, a “deacon,” 
or servant, in the church.

Philip, though a Jew, was evidently from a Greek background, as he was selected to 
help with Greek widows who felt neglected in the community’s pattern of sharing and 
providing for the needy. In Acts 7, one of Philip’s fellow deacons, Stephen, was charged 
with blasphemy and subsequently stoned to death, and the church, which had been 
anchored in Jerusalem, found itself scattered to the winds.

Had it not been for the Holy Spirit, that might have been the end of the story. If the 
church had remained anchored in Jerusalem, the movement might have ended right 
there with Stephen’s death. Instead, Philip fled to Samaria — an area that should have 
been a hostile and unwelcoming territory for a movement composed of Jews. But 
there, Philip heals many who were afflicted and oppressed, and joy came upon the city 
as they began believing in Jesus. The ancient enmity between Jews and Samaritans 
found healing in Jesus, and the Gospel grew in a startling, new place.

Then, in one of the most interesting expansions of the Gospel, the Holy Spirit directly 
prompts Philip to share the Gospel with an Ethiopian eunuch. To be clear, eunuchs, 

Out of the depths 
I cry to you, 
O Lord
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individuals who had been surgically castrated, had no standing in the first-century 
Jewish world; eunuchs were complete outcasts and abominations. This eunuch was 
making a round trip of around 3000 miles, from Ethiopia to Jerusalem, and could come 
no closer than the outer walls of the Temple because males who were not in good 
physical shape were not permitted to enter God’s presence.

I mentioned in my sermon this past Sunday, that when Philip awoke that particular 
morning, I don’t think he had in mind that he would be sharing the Gospel and baptizing 
a eunuch later that day. Here was an individual who completely deviated from cultural 
and religious norms, yet in coming to faith in Jesus, the eunuch found full humanity 
and personhood in this new community of faith.

As Philip stepped into the baptismal waters with a eunuch, he must have been telling 
himself, “I did not see this one coming!” Has God ever put you in a situation like that? 
Showing compassion to someone unexpected? Have you ever said to yourself, “When 
I woke up, I didn’t see God doing this in my life?” That’s a good thing — that means the 
Holy Spirit is moving in the same way it moved the first Christians.

The Holy Spirit inspired the earliest Christians to witness to the Gospel in radical and 
unforeseen ways, drawing in individuals and communities who had been ostracized. 
As you’re going about your daily life, leave the “windows” of your world open for the 
Spirit to blow you in an unexpected direction. May the Spirit move us with that same 
compassion and daring as we continue to witness to the life, death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ!

      Christ’s peace,

O Israel, 
hope in 
the Lord!

Rev. Dr. David Chisham
Senior Minister

We will be recognizing the mothers and mother-figures among us at the ten o’clock service this 
Mothers Day, Sunday, May 9, 2021. We hope you will join us - in person or online!
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Disciples Virtual Gathering
Save the Date! There will be a virtual gathering of 
Disciples across the life of the church on Saturday, 
August 7, 2021, an opportunity for Disciples to connect, 
learn, worship, and imagine new ways of gathering as 
church. The day’s focus will be on the covenant we 
share as Disciples and the promise of Romans 8:38-39 
that nothing can separate us from the love of God.

If you would like to be notified when more information 
is ready, click here.

We will be gathering virtually for a time to visit and 
play some games on Saturday, July 24, 2021, from 10 
am ‘til noon. To register, please click here.

Join us for this time of fellowship with Disciples 
Women around the Great River Region.                                                                                                

Our theme is Hope Springs Eternal, and scripture 
focus is Ephesians 1:17a, 18a - I pray that with the eyes 
of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the 
hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of 
his glorious inheritance...

Sunday Adult Class

Dak McInnis facilitates our Sunday class 
for adults, immediately following the 
10:00 service each Sunday. We gather in 
the church library, and via Zoom. We will 
reflect on and discuss the day’s sermon 
as we prepare to live out the Gospel 
during our week The Zoom link and topic 
points link are sent in our Saturday email 
reminder.

Disciples Women Summer Social Gathering

https://disciples.org/2021-virtual-gathering
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuENpDFfpIf59unWyNevigRVOCkCqVVL7PfIZCuiKQxEqP9w/viewform
https://disciples.org/2021-virtual-gathering
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuENpDFfpIf59unWyNevigRVOCkCqVVL7PfIZCuiKQxEqP9w/viewform
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Church Family News

Do you have a child or grandchild in the GRADUATING 
CLASS of 2021? We will be recognizing our class of 
2021 high school and college graduates in the next 
issue of the FCC Caller and during our service on 
Pentecost Sunday, May 23! 

Please send photos and brief bios, including 
accomplishments and future plans, to us at the 
church office. 

Pentecost Offering

Be the New Church
For the past thirteen months, many of us have stayed away from our places of worship 
to keep ourselves and our faith communities safe.

How have new church leaders responded? By launching communities of faith in 
creative and innovative ways!

To support them, contribute to the Pentecost Offering on May 23. Each year, half of the 
gifts made remain in our own Region to support local new church development. The 
other half goes to New Church Ministry, which trains, equips, assists, and multiplies 
new church leaders. Through programs such as Leadership Academy, New Church 
Hacks, and Water the Plants, your gifts make a difference across the life of the Church. 
By participating in this Special Day Offering, you ensure the viability, vitality and 
sustainability of unique new church plants in your area and in states, provinces, and 
territories far away.

Let’s all be the new church, together.

mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=ClassOf2021
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May 9, 2021

10:00 a.m. Worship Service

May 16, 2021

Church Opening 
Sacraments 

Deacon/Greeter
Liturgist 

Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon

 Elder 
Video Tech 

Sound Tech 
Livestream  

Program Builder
Church Closing

Pam Jones
Melanie Cobb
Sherry McInnis
Tip Tipton
Layne Chisham
Crystal Casarotti
Chris Culp
Anderson Krupala
Chris Culp
Ted Baldwin/Sue Grigg
Church Office
Aaron Turnipseed

Wednesday, May 5, 2021: Psalm 80; Isaiah 65:17-25; John 14:18-31
Thursday, May 6, 2021: Psalm 98; Isaiah 49:5-6; Acts 10:1-34
Friday, May 7, 2021: Psalm 98; Isaiah 42:5-9; Acts 10:34-43
Saturday, May 8, 2021: Psalm 98; Deuteronomy 32:44-47; Mark 10:42-45
Sunday, May 9, 2021: Sixth Sunday of Easter - Acts 10:44-48  •  Psalm 98  •  1 John 5:1-6  •  John 15:9-17
Monday, May 10, 2021: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 7:1-11; 1 Timothy 6:11-12
Tuesday, May 11, 2021: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:1-17; 1 Timothy 6:13-16
Wednesday, May 12, 2021: Psalm 93; Deuteronomy 11:18-21; Mark 16:19-20
Thursday, May 13, 2021: Ascension of the Lord - Acts 1:1-11  •  Psalm 47 or Psalm 93  •  Ephesians 

1:15-23  •  Luke 24:44-53
Friday, May 14, 2021: Psalm 47; Exodus 24:15-18; Revelation 1:9-18
Saturday, May 15, 2021: Psalm 47; Deuteronomy 34:1-7; John 16:4-11
Sunday, May 16, 2021: Seventh Sunday of Easter - Acts 1:15-17, 21-26  •  Psalm 1  •  1 John 5:9-13  

•  John 17:6-19
Monday, May 17, 2021: Psalm 115; Exodus 28:29-38; Philippians 1:3-11
Tuesday, May 18, 2021: Psalm 115; Numbers 8:5-22; Titus 1:1-9

Daily Lectionary: May 5-18, 2021

SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS

Church Opening 
Sacraments 

Deacon/Greeter
Liturgist 

Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon

 Elder 
Video Tech 

Sound Tech 
Livestream  

Church Closing
Program Builder

David Fennell
Pam Comeaux
Ed Atkins
Nancy Fatta
Callie Cody
Rev. David Chisham
Carol Madere
Carol Madere
Greg Taliaferro
Ted Baldwin/Sue Grigg
Carol Madere
Yvonne Taylor
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Prayer List
The following people represent some of the current concerns at First Christian Church. If you would like 

to have a name added, update a current prayer request, or remove someone from the prayer list, please 

fill out one of the prayer cards in the attendance books and put it in the offering plate, or contact us 

at churchoffice@fccbrla.org, or 225-926-4175. Names generally rotate off after 30/60/90 days without an 

update, depending on the original request. 

Members in our prayers: 
JD Albin, Dora & Ron Blackburn, Norma Carr, Jody Chrisope, Martha Denova, Paul 
Foster, Rich Griswold, Lee & George Gullett, Ruth Horn, Carmen Jones, the family 
of Barbara Knight, Marie Ladner, Sherry McInnis, Helen Mitchener, Bob & Jennifer 
Netterville, loved ones of Harvey Pryor, Helen Rankin, Gladys & Kelly Runnels, Doug 
Shaffer, Glen Tetrick, Mary Jon Turner, Wally and Bev Weselak

Friends & Family of Members in our prayers 
Donna & Don Bohlcke, Brittany Stevenson Booth, Angela Marie Avansi Casarotti, 
Rhett Castleberry, Patricia Cornelius, Johnny Durham, Dean Fife, Mabel Foster, Paul 
Foster, Lane Holloman, friend of Matt Kelley, Matt Kelley, Lee Lambert, Melody, Scott, 
JR Larsen, Jimmy Mack, Roger Minton, Owen Prejean, Tallu Schuyler Quinn, Cherry 
Quin, Jeanie Reed, Debbie Riddle, Rebekah Rimes, Jimmy Rudd, Alyssa Russell, Dayna 
Coupel Simoneaux, Nick Tullier

Members in Active Military Service: 
PVT Gage Goodspeed

Thanksgiving for 
The dedication to the Lord of Oliver Jeremiah Morgan on Sunday, May 2, 2021.

CONTACT INFORMATION AND ONLINE LINKS:
Church Office Phone:  225-926-4175  Email: churchoffice@fccbrla.org
Rev. David Chisham:  703-220-6011  Email: david@fccbrla.org

Website:   fccbrla.org   
YouTube Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
Facebook: https://facebook.com/fccbrla  Twitter: https://twitter.com/fccbrla
Instagram: https://instagram.com/fccbrla

mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=Prayer%20List
mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org%20?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:david%40fccbrla.org?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
http://fccbrla.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
https://facebook.com/fccbrla
https://twitter.com/fccbrla
https://instagram.com/fccbrla
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