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THE LIFE OF MOSES
If you’ve been following along in the lectionary, the three-year
cycle of Bible readings, you’ve noticed that the Old Testament
reading has moved into a new book, the book of Exodus. Over the
past few months, you might have noticed a number of devotionals
and sermons that come from the book of Genesis and the lives of
the patriarchs and matriarchs — now we turn our attention to the
life of Moses.
Moses is well remembered for his leadership qualities, his ability to
speak truth to power, his bravery and perseverance in the face of
opposition. I can only imagine what it took to lead a rag-tag band of
people out of oppression and help them not only free themselves from their captors,
but also free their minds from captive thinking. Though the Israelites were freed from
their Egyptian task masters in the Exodus, it was years before they freed themselves
of thinking and acting like people who were still in bondage to foreign gods and their
own whims.
But beyond being an example of a strong leader of people, Moses is also an example
of a soul growing in relationship with God. Centuries ago, St. Gregory of Nyssa wrote
a treatise called, “The Life of Moses,” in which he looks at Moses as an example of
spiritual ascent toward godliness. I think it is good for us to consider our own spiritual
growth.
Moses grew up in the lap of luxury, raised in Pharaoh’s court, but loses all that when he
kills an Egyptian taskmaster who was abusing one of Moses’ Hebrew brothers. Already
we see a fire burning within him; a fire that he would encounter again in the burning
bush when the Lord sends Moses back to Egypt to free his brothers and sisters.
In that first encounter with the Lord on top of Mount Sinai at the burning bush, Moses
hides his face for fear of looking upon God. Not many years later Moses would again
encounter God on Sinai when given the Ten Commandments, but this time, rather
than cowering in fear, Moses asks to see God’s face. Certainly, it was presumptuous of
Moses to ask such a thing, yet it witnesses to a growth in Moses’ relationship with God,
a desire to see and be with God.
Moses’ relationship with God would have its ups and downs. Moses apparently “took
things into his own hands” when he struck (rather than touched) a rock to cause water
to flow from it, thus the Lord forbade Moses from entering the Promised Land. There
was a time when the Lord was ready to wipe out the Israelites because of their stiffnecked opposition to God, and it is Moses who becomes a counselor and talks the

Lord off that ledge. What started out as a relationship based on fear and awe alone,
turn into a friendship, rich and textured.
When Moses died at 120 years old, Scriptures say that it was God alone who buried
Moses in the valley of the land of Moab. That account goes on to say that there was no
other prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.
Though we may not have the same relationship that Moses had with God, it nevertheless
opens a way for us to seek such a deep relationship with our Lord. The relationship
grew from that fire kindled in Moses’ early in life to see his brothers and sisters freed.
What is the fire that God has kindled in your heart? Let that light guide you to see the
Lord and enlighten your spiritual pilgrimage.
Christ’s peace,

OBSERVED IN
NATURE

Rev. Dr. David Chisham
Senior Minister

Adding a splash of color to the green landscape and swinging his arms as he travels, Ed Atkins walks the crooked path
near City Park Lake getting in his daily exercise routine Tuesday August 11 2020, in Baton Rouge, LA. Atkins did comment
on the weather saying “…it’s hot enough’. Advocate Staff photo by Bill Feig. [From The Advocate, https://www.theadvocate.
com/, retrieved August 13, 2020.)
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NOW AT 1:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study - In Person & on Zoom
Effective Wednesday, August 26, our gathering
will be held from 1:00 until 2:00 p.m. We will still
have a few minutes of gathering time at the start
of each meeting, and begin our study at 1:15 p.m.
Each week’s study is a preview of the coming
Sunday’s lectionary texts. You can check the readings for each week online at the
Vanderbilt Divinity Library, here: lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/
We’ve set up a recurring Zoom meeting, and send out a reminder link on Wednesday
mornings. Please let us know if you’re interested in attending, and need any assistance
with setting up Zoom, or receiving the meeting link.
For those able and available, we meet in person in the sanctuary library. R.s.v.p. to
the church office if joining in person, so we can make proper spacing and equipment
arrangements.

The COVID-19 pandemic continues to unfold at home and around the world. Many of us have
been practicing social distancing in our own homes and neighborhoods, knowing that when
we stay home, we can save lives. On a global scale, the pandemic continues to escalate and
impact many communities.
During this time of uncertainty, the presence and support of our wider Church is more important
than ever. Week of Compassion is coordinating with partners who are working to respond to
the needs emerging from the pandemic and who continue to engage in ongoing relief, refugee
and development work. We continue to provide assistance to some of the most vulnerable
Disciples, who may not qualify for other types of support. Week of Compassion is also supporting
congregations that are stepping in to fill gaps in their community, helping vulnerable neighbors
weather the challenges of this season.
To donate, text WOC to 71777, go online to weekofcompassion.org/donate, or send a check to
First Christian Church, being sure to mark “WOC” in the memo line.
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CALENDAR NOTES
While East Baton Rouge Parish schools continue
virtual learning, Rev. David Chisham will be swapping
home facilitator duties at least through Labor Day
(Monday, September 7), so he will be in the church
office all day on Mondays and Wednesdays, as well
a Thursday mornings, while working from his home
on Tuesdays, and on Thursday afternoons. He will
be available during the work-at-home times via
email or cell phone,
The church office remains open at our regular hours: 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m., Monday
through Thursday. We are following distancing and masking protocols, and suggest
the same to you, if you come by to visit.
Remember: Offering plates are not passed during Sunday services, but are near each
entrance/exit. In addition, you can make your offering by:
1. Mail your check to First Christian Church, 8484 Old Hammond Hwy., Baton Rouge LA
70809.
2. Drop off your check through the mail slot on the church office door. At least one of
the staff is going by daily to check the mail and the property.
3. Sign up for Bill Pay, a free service offered by just about all banks and credit unions,
and they’ll issue payments based on your account instructions and schedule.
Saturday, September 19, 2020 - Disciples Women Virtual Retreat - 8:30 a.m. ‘til 4:00
p.m. via Zoom. If you’re interested in gathering with a small group of DWF members
to attend via Zoom from the church, please let us know: 225-926-4175.
Saturday, October 17, 2020 - Workshop Sessions of the 2020 Region Assembly
including sessions with children and youth leaders, and being the church during
shutdown. Read more, here, or contact us for a printed brochure.
Friday, November 6, 2020 - KEEPING THE MAIN THING…THE MAIN THING! the 2020
Region Assembly of the Great River Region, will also be held virtually, for worship,
education, and annual business. First Christian Church is allowed five voting
delegates; all members are allowed and encouraged to attend.
“Thank you so much for the value you give to your community, the 12-step community, and
the larger community, by allowing us to gather in your facility. We appreciate it more than
you can know.” —Recently received call from the coordinator of one of the 12-step groups who
meet at First Christian Church
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SERVING SCHEDULE

SERVING SCHEDULE

August 30, 2020

September 6, 2020

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Church Opening
Sacraments
Usher
Liturgist
Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon
Elder
Video Tech
Sound Tech
Livestream
Church Closing
Program Builder

David Fennell
Donna & Glen Tetrick
Trey Earle
Judy Lester
Kinzie McCoy
David Chisham
Charlene Landry
Anderson Krupala
Joshua Dotts
Ted Baldwin
Chris Culp
Jeff Cody

Church Opening
Sacraments
Ushers
Liturgist
Youth Reader
Children’s Sermon
Elder
Video Tech
Sound Tech
Livestream
Church Closing
Program Builder

George Cochran
Amy Taliaferro
Sherry & Dak McInnis
Lucy Cody
Anderson Krupala
Pam Comeaux
Vicki Krupala
Callie Cody
Jeff Cody
Ted Baldwin
Ashley Bourgeois
Jill Brian

CHECK OUT OUR MASTER ASSIGNMENTS SHEET, HERE or at fccbrla.org

Dedication of Weeks Louisiana Iris Prints
We observed the one-year anniversary since the
death of our friend and fellow church member,
Jeff Weeks, on Sunday, August 23. His mother,
Ann Weeks, and family donated two beautiful silk
day lily arrangements in his memory which will be
used in the sanctuary at the Lord’s Supper table
and the reredos.
The church was also presented with two framed
prints depicting various day lily hybridizations Jeff had created, One of those hybridized
by Jeff and depicted in the prints is the Resurrection Rose, so named in honor of First
Christian Church, Baton Rouge. One of the prints now hangs in the church parlor, and
the other in the church office.
Read more about Jeff’s legacy to Louisiana irises, the Society for Louisiana Irises, and
preservation of God’s beauty to us all in the Fleur de Lis, the Journal of the Society
for Louisiana Irises, Winter 2019 edition, here. (Call or write us for a paper copy if you
cannot access online!)
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Prayer List
The following people represent some of the current concerns at First Christian Church. If you would like
to have a name added, update a current prayer request, or remove someone from the prayer list, please
fill out one of the prayer cards in the attendance books and put it in the offering plate, or contact us at
churchoffice@fccbrla.org, or 225-926-4175. Names will rotate off after two months without an update.

Members in our prayers:
JD Albin, Ann Baskin, Rita Brian, Dora & Ron Blackburn, Linda Burns-Sanders, Lois
Burt, Norma Carr, Jody Chrisope, Pam Culp, Lorrinda Dickinson, the Grigg family, Rich
Griswold, George Gullett, Lee Gullett, Dawn & Craig Harvey, Ruth Horn, Barbara Knight,
Marie Ladner, Allen Lax, Nick, Jess & Zona Madere, Dak McInnis, Helen Mitchener, Jerry
Moses, Bob & Jennifer Netterville, Helen Rankin, Ruth Riddle, Gladys & Kelly Runnels,
Yvonne Taylor, Bill Trotter, Mary Jon Turner, Wally Weselak, Toni Wilson
Friends & Family of Members in our prayers
Rev. Dwight Bailey, Donna & Don Bohlcke, Angela Maria Avansi Casarotti, Roger Clites,
Patricia Cornelius, Jimmie E. Dugas, Frances Durham, Johnny Durham, Paul Foster, J.W.
Green, Reynaud Henton, Sarah Hill, Ray Hutchinson, Mike Keene, Lee Lambert, Melody,
Scott, Jr Larsen, Stephen Major, Wendy Malcolm, the family of Bill May, Terri McIlwain,
Robert McKinnis family, Chelsey Miguez, the family of Clint Mock, Cheryl Nasab, Judy
Olson, the family of Louise Perkins, Bobby Phillips, David & Kimber Pittman, Tallu
Schuyler Quinn, Cherry Quin, Debbie Riddle, Dayna Coupel Simoneaux, Dad to Aaron
Turnipseed, Leta Turnipseed, Claudia Wagner, Jim Williams
Members in Active Military Service:
PVT Gage Goodspeed

CONTACT INFORMATION AND ONLINE LINKS:
Church Office Phone:
225-926-4175		
Email: churchoffice@fccbrla.org
Rev. David Chisham:		
703-220-6011		
Email: david@fccbrla.org
Website: fccbrla.org			
YouTube Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
Facebook: https://facebook.com/fccbrla
Facebook Worship at Home: https://facebook.com/fccbrlaworshipathome
Instagram: https://instagram.com/fccbrla
Twitter: https://twitter.com/fccbrla
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First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

8484 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1317
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SERVICE AT 10:00 AM EACH SUNDAY - IN PERSON OR LIVESTREAM
JOIN US ONLINE FOR WORSHIP, PRAYER AND DEVOTIONALS: fccbrla.org

