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BUILDING A BRIDGE

Over the past few weeks, many cities, indeed many nations around 
the world, have witnessed a renewed call for justice and reconciliation 
over matters of race. This past Sunday, I shared some thoughts on 
what we, as individuals and as a congregation, might do to move a 
step forward in our lives. Because this message is so important, I’d 
like to reiterate some of my sermon.

It can be difficult to discern a positive path since there is a lot of 
messaging out there that isn’t helpful. Rioting and violence are 

certainly not the answer and we outright condemn such things. At the other extreme, 
I’ve heard messages that discrimination and prejudice with respect to the color of 
skin really isn’t a widespread problem, and everyone just needs to quiet down about 
it. I shared a story on Sunday about a school class preparing to discuss social issues 
of race. At the beginning of the lecture, the teacher asked the white students if any of 
them would be willing to give up their lives and experiences in order to experience life 
as one of their black or brown-skinned friends in the classroom. No one volunteered. 
If we take that as a starting point, deep down we already know that something really 
is broken and wrong in our society and world. Deep down we realize that our black 
and brown brothers and sisters are having very different experiences in life.

In preparing for my sermon, I listened to an interview with Rev. Dr. Tony Evans, a well-
known evangelical pastor, author and media personality from Dallas. In the interview, 
he was open about the discrimination he faced from his Christian brothers and 
sisters. In the 1980s he began producing a syndicated radio show, but had difficulties 
getting it aired on Christian radio stations. He was told that while everyone liked what 
he had to say, because of the color of his skin, hundreds of Christian radio stations 
wouldn’t air it for fear of losing listeners. Dr. Evans holds advanced degrees from 
Dallas Theological Seminary, where had he applied to the school a few years earlier, 
he would not have even been allowed in. 

Interestingly, Dr. Evans places much of the blame for our society’s ills at the feet of 
the American church. He points out that for centuries many, if not most, American 
churches tolerated racist ideologies related to slavery and openly advocated or 
quietly practiced segregationist ideas. If more American churches had taken a strong 
stand against such things earlier, we would be a very different nation today.

When asked what we can do to help bring about a more authentic expression of 
Christ’s church, in all its diversity of color, as well as help repair what is broken in our 
society, Dr. Evans had some good ideas I’d like to share with you.  
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First, he said, we must set in our hearts that we want to be part of the solution, not 
just passive bystanders. Turning a blind eye and being silent about what is happening 
in the lives of our brothers and sisters is not the answer. Then, he said, go out of your 
way and be intentional in building a bridge with someone who is different from you. 
Get to know that person and their family and be willing to have the difficult discussion 
of the different life experiences you’ve had. While you will find that when set next 
to each other, your experiences do not reconcile with their experiences. That is an 
important step in understanding what the other person faces and fears, and a step 
to being truly reconciled and deepening your relationship. Then, growing out of the 
trust in that deepening relationship, find a way for the two of you to go and serve 
someone else. 

This is our homework: Invite someone different over for coffee and conversation, or 
make a phone call to an acquaintance, and let them know you want to be part of a 
better world. Listen with an open heart; know ahead of time that your experiences 
aren’t going to line up, but, go ahead and begin building a bridge. Let us be a living 
example of what is in our Scriptures and in our heart.

Truth be told, it doesn’t matter what color your skin is, we’ve all faced lesser or greater 
discriminations simply based upon the greater or lesser amount of melanin in our 
epidermis. It’s endemic in our society. And these experiences can lead to bitterness 
and hatred, but that is not inevitable. 

In Romans 5, the Apostle Paul offers a different direction for us. Paul, speaking to a 
racially divided, mixed Jewish and Gentile church, says that if there is something you 
can boast in, it’s in what you’ve suffered. Because your suffering produces endurance. 
And endurance produces character. And character produces hope. And hope for a 
transformed life does not disappoint us, because God has already poured out the 
Spirit into us. 

Drawing strength from the difficult experiences of life, may we grow strong with 
endurance for the long marathon of transformation, may we be people of character 
for a world that is ethically stunted, and may we produce hope for what seems like 
a hopeless situation.  God’s Spirit is already within us, and that’s plenty to get us 
started.

Christ’s peace,
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WHAT DID YOU DO DURING YOUR SEQUESTRATION?

It’s Puzzling

Nobody can say we didn’t have some good 
things come from the last three months.  For 
instance, we now have a new conversation 
starter: “So, what did you do during the Great 
Quarantine of 2020?” I know someone who 
learned French. Another has started (but 
not finished) War and Peace. Yet another 
has binge-watched The Sopranos. For my 
part, I organized (and indexed!) the spice 
cabinet, cleaned the outdoor furniture, 
and learned how to make crepes. I also re-
discovered jigsaw puzzles.

John Spilsbury is credited with producing 
the first jigsaw puzzle in the 1760s in London. 
He mounted maps on sheets of hardwood 
and cut along national boundaries using 
a marquetry saw. These “dissected maps” 
were used to teach geography. People who 
assemble jigsaw puzzles are still called 

dissectologists. During the 1880s, fretsaws 
were more commonly used for cutting the 
shapes and the name “jigsaw” became 
associated with the puzzles forever. Now, 
sharp-edged punch tool dies or lasers are 
used. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has created a 
huge demand for puzzle purchases, much 
as the Great Depression did in the 1930s. 
Ceaco, a Massachusetts company, sold 

Ed. Note: The following is a reprint from our “Today’s Devotional” email series, issued on Monday, June 15, 
2020; written and offered to us by Mary Thompson.

Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, 
and distributed to those who were seated 
as much as they wanted. He did the same 
with the fish. —John 6:11

Since our curbside program 
started on May 6, we have had 
14 donors donate 474 food items! 
Our thankful hearts are full!
With the campus reopened, and 
services in church on Sunday, please 
bring your items to the grocery cart in 
the narthex on Sunday, or drop off at the 
office: Monday-Thursday, 9 am ‘til 3 pm.♡

♡Wanda    

Lax

♡Lester

Sally & Charlie 
Bremer
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more puzzles on one day in March this 
year than it did during the entire month 
of December. Ravensburger, one of the 
world’s biggest puzzle manufacturers, 
reports that its sales for the first part of 
2020 were up 370% over the previous year. 
The Liberty Puzzle Company in Colorado 
has a waiting list to just place an order. A 
search for 1000-piece puzzles on Amazon 
shows delayed delivery dates for many of 
the most popular ones. 

My attraction to puzzles started as a 
distraction. I purposely did not want to hear, 
read or see any news. I have a personal 
theory that too much negativity can make 
you physically sick. Almost like meditating, 
I now focus entirely on the shapes and 
colors of the puzzle pieces.  I listen to music 
or listen to quiet, but either way, peace is 
present and anxiety is not. It’s easy for me 
to become absorbed in the puzzle image 
and to see reminders of that world in non-
puzzle settings.

I think the most wonderful effect of 
working a puzzle is the sense of order and 
completeness it brings when done. You 
can’t very well say that 99% of a puzzle 
is good enough. No puzzle is complete 
without each piece. No piece is more 
important than another. Every piece is 
necessary to finish the challenge. 

And that brings me to the point of the story. 
You were probably starting to wonder —
We have had so many sensitive, insightful 
devotionals over the last few months, but 
jigsaw puzzles?

Jesus said our Heavenly Father loves and 
values us so much that even the hairs on 
our heads are numbered. (Mt 10:6)

Henri Nouwen’s writing based on Psalm 
139 puts it this way:

Listen to what God is saying to 
us:

You are my child.
You are written in the palms of 

my hand.
You are hidden in the shadow 

of my hand.
I have molded you in the secret 

of the earth.
I have knitted you together in 

your mother’s womb.
You belong to me. 
I am holding you safe.
I want you to know that 

whatever happens to you, I 
am always there.

I was always there; I am 
always there; I always will 
be there and hold you in my 
embrace.

You are mine.
You are my child.
You belong to my home.
You belong to my intimate life 

and I will never let you go. 
I will be faithful to you. 

Each one of us is a vital piece of God’s 
puzzle. We are all His children, precious in 
His sight. He needs each of us with our own 
special shapes, colors, talents and flaws, to 
worship Him, listen to Him, follow Him and 
to make His kingdom complete.  

Amen.

Share your sequestration story: email it to 
churchoffice@fccbrla.org, or snail-mail 
to address on back cover.

mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=Sequestration%20Story
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SERVING SCHEDULE
June 21, 2020

SERVING SCHEDULE
June 28, 2020

CHECK OUT OUR MASTER ASSIGNMENTS SHEET, HERE or at fccbrla.org

10:00 a.m. Worship Service
Pam Jones
Pam Comeaux
Dr. João Casarotti
Chris Culp
Greg Taliaferro
Tip Tipton
Kirsten Morgan
Ashley Bourgeois
Callie Cody
Paul Thompson
Anderson Krupala
Tony Fatta
Ted Baldwin
Kori Chisham
Carol Madere
Chris Culp

Church Opening
Sacraments

Accompanist
Ushers

Liturgist
Children’s Sermon

Youth Reader
Elder

Video Tech
Sound Tech
Livestream

CW&W Greeter
CW&W Storyteller

Church Closing

David Fennell
Pam Comeaux
Dr. João Casarotti
Chris Culp
Greg Taliaferro
Tip Tipton
Pam Comeaux
Rev. David Chisham
Zachary Trotter
Pam Comeaux
Jeff Cody
Joshua Dotts
Ted Baldwin
Melanie Cobb
Ann Landry
Ashley Bourgeois

Church Opening
Sacraments

Accompanist
Ushers

Liturgist
Children’s Sermon

Youth Reader
Elder

Video Tech
Sound Tech
Livestream

CW&W Greeter
CW&W Storyteller

Church Closing

Worship Ministry Volunteers
As member volunteers return to worship in our sanctuary as they are comfortable, your 
assistance and flexibility in worship assignments has been greatly appreciated! 

If you’ve previously been assigned a speaking or presentation role, but are not yet returning 
to the sanctuary, we’re glad to work with you in keeping you involved by making a video 
presentation, instead of in-person reading/prayer.

And, if you see a role you can take on, please reach out to us! “Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone.” —1 Corinthians 12:4-6

Belated Happy Birthday …

…to Anderson Krupala, who celebrated his thirteenth 

birthday (May 31) COVID-style, in late May. Mom 

Vicki warns, “Teenager in the house!”

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1NGFdNtxXTnDjv545qMgOCc4V_SScJrfrfH3rj-Yxkbc/edit?usp=sharing
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Prayer List
The following people represent some of the current concerns at First Christian Church. If you would like 
to have a name added, update a current prayer request, or remove someone from the prayer list, please 
fill out one of the prayer cards in the attendance books and put it in the offering plate, or contact us at 
churchoffice@fccbrla.org, or 225-926-4175. Names will rotate off after two months without an update.

Members in our prayers: 

Ann Baskin, Rita Brian, Dora & Ron Blackburn, Linda  Burns-Sanders, Norma Carr, 
David Chisham, Jody Chrisope, Pam Culp, Marion Denova, Lorrinda Dickinson, the 
Grigg family, Rich Griswold, George  Gullett, Lee Gullett, Dawn & Craig Harvey, Ruth 
Horn, Barbara Knight, Marie Ladner, Allen Lax, Elise Madere Lee, Dak McInnis, Helen 
Mitchener, Jerry Moses, Bob & Jennifer Netterville, Helen Rankin, Ruth Riddle, Gladys 
& Kelly Runnels, Bill Trotter, Mary Jon Turner, Travis Valenti

Friends & Family of Members in our prayers 

Rev, Dwight Bailey, Donna & Don Bohlcke, Angela Maria Avansi Casarotti, the 
Christiansen family, Patricia Cornelius, Jimmie E, Dugas, Frances Durham, Johnny 
Durham, Paul Foster, Judy Heacock, Patty Hubeny, Ray Hutchinson, Mike Keene, 
Grandma Frances Krupala, Lee Lambert, Chelsey Miguez, Judy Olson, Bobby Phillips, 
Cherry Quin, Debbie Riddle, Dayna Coupel Simoneaux, H. Singh, Claudia Wagner

Members in Active Military Service: 

PVT Gage Goodspeed

CONTACT INFORMATION AND ONLINE LINKS:

Church Office Phone: 225-926-4175 Email: churchoffice@fccbrla.org

Rev. David Chisham: 703-220-6011 Email: david@fccbrla.org

Website:   fccbrla.org   

YouTube Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured

Facebook: https://facebook.com/fccbrla

Instagram: https://instagram.com/fccbrla

Twitter: https://twitter.com/fccbrla

mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=Prayer%20List
mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org%20?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:david%40fccbrla.org?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
http://fccbrla.org
https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
https://facebook.com/fccbrla
https://instagram.com/fccbrla
https://twitter.com/fccbrla


First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
8484 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1317
225-926-4175  |  fccbrla.org

WORSHIP SERVICE in CHURCH and ONLINE SUNDAYS AT 10:00 A.M.

Follow our weekday prayers and devotionals, too: fccbrla.org

Vacation Bible School 2020
We are still researching ways to have a VBS 2020 program alternative this summer, 
as the possibility of having a “normal” week of gatherings and activities continues to 
diminish. Keep checking for information as soon as we can post it!

Attention Techies, or Techie-wannabes!

We’re looking for volunteers to help run our new livestream production. You don’t 
need to have specialized skills; just be able to follow the service and click a mouse. 
With training, you’ll learn how to create a livestream program from beginning to end. 
We’ll be using an industry standard app, OBS, for production, so the skills you learn 
here will transfer to productions you might do in work, school or just for fun! Talk to 
David if you’re interested.

https://fccbrla.org
https://fccbrla.org

