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BREADUCATION
In this extended period of stay-at-home down-time, I’ve gone back to
pick up one of my past hobbies, that of bread baking. On and off over the
years, I’ve tried to perfect making the perfect loaf of whole grain bread
and the perfect French baguette. And for the most part, I’ve failed at it. I’ve
made countless loaves that turned out like pancakes; they tasted good,
but were flat and hard as concrete. And I’ve made countless loaves that
looked good on the outside, but inside were dull and uninteresting; bland
sandwich bread.
The bread I’m trying to make is simple enough, just four ingredients: flour, water, salt and some
kind of leaven, whether that’s yeast or sourdough leaven. But, just mixing those ingredients
together and tossing them in the oven — a few hours later, inevitably I’m disappointed. Going
back into research, I keep stumbling over a basic fact of making good bread: it takes time…a
long time. If I’ve tried to crank out a loaf in under four hours, I’m always disappointed. If I give
it 18-24 hours, I’m always impressed at what can happen.
I’ve been trying to culture my own sourdough starter, and while I have a good bacterium
that gives the bread a nice tangy taste, I still don’t have a good yeast growing in the starter
yet. Yeast, of course, is what gives bread it’s bubbles and volume. Nevertheless, I plowed
ahead with a loaf of bread last week, and after letting it rise all day long, it hadn’t gained
much volume. So I left it overnight, not expecting much, but the next morning it had finally
doubled in volume. I turned the bread out, shaped a loaf, and baked it. And was I ever
impressed with the results!
Jesus said, the Kingdom of God is like a woman who puts a small amount of leaven into a
lump of dough weighing 60 pounds, until all the lump was leavened (Matthew 13:33). From
what I’ve learned, it’s going to take a little time for that leaven to work its way through the
lump, but make no mistake, the leaven is going to work. Like so many things in life, so is
life itself — it just takes time. I think we are all learning this over these weeks of isolation.
As impatient as we may feel, it takes time — part of the sacred journey of life is learning to
wait patiently.
The Prophet Isaiah reminds us:
but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
they shall walk and not faint.
May we continue to wait upon the Lord, knowing that God will renew and raise us up!

Rev. Dr. David Chisham
Senior Minister

SHARING FISH & LOAVES
Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much
as they wanted. He did the same with the fish. —John 6:11
The COVID-19 pandemic has touched all of our lives and all parts of the Baton Rouge
community. The less fortunate in the Greater Baton Rouge area are among the most
affected. In addition to those currently served by our local food banks, there’s been an
influx of clients that have never needed services before. Many businesses have had to
close their doors and now their employees need food assistance; and these agencies,
which have been hit with shortages of food, funds and volunteers due to the pandemic, are
struggling to keep up with demand. We can’t sit by and let our fellow citizens go hungry!
How we can help:
DONATE FOOD: Donated food items may be delivered to the Fellowship Hall east (covered)
entrance weekly on Wednesdays from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Members of the Outreach
Committee will provide curb-side pickup service; so you won’t even have to get out of your
car! Food items will be delivered to Southeast Ministries on a weekly basis.

Suggested donations:
Jelly, instant potatoes, Jiffy cornbread mix, mac & cheese, crackers. Bags of apples, oranges,
onions, or potatoes. (We break them down into smaller portions.) Small amount of rubbing
alcohol (2-3 bottles) for us to disinfect our surfaces.
DONATE FUNDS: The Guaranty Foundation and GMFS Mortgage are matching donations
dollar for dollar up to $25,000 each for a total match of up to $50,000. These companies are
now asking the Baton Rouge community to join them in “Banking On BR” and supporting
their neighbors by donating to the Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank.
Before COVID-19, one in seven individuals in the 11-parish service area and one in five children
were facing food insecurity. The Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank is now responding to an
even larger need as many families are experiencing temporary unemployment and lost
income. Since contact-dependent donations and food drives are currently impossible, the
food bank is relying on monetary donations. Additionally, food stockpiling has resulted in
fewer community donations and a decrease in donations through its Retail Store Program.
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Sharing Fish & Loaves, cont’d.

Mike Manning, president and CEO at Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank, explains, “Donations
of funds are vital now as we are having to purchase these truckloads of food to ensure
those in need don’t go hungry. Companies like Guaranty and GMFS—and their employees—
are what help make our community special. This monetary support will make a significant
impact in the lives of many people.”
Since every dollar donated can help provide three meals to help your Baton Rouge
neighbors, the potential $100,000 raised by “Banking on BR” could help provide 300,000
meals to the needy in the Baton Rouge community.
Visit brfoodbank.org/bankingonbr for more information and to donate.
DONATE TIME: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AS NEW REQUESTS FOR FOOD ASSISTANCE RISE
In response to COVID-19, Governor John Bel Edwards issued a Stay at Home Order on
March 22, 2020 directing all Louisiana residents to shelter at home and limit movements
outside their homes beyond essential needs. However, it is important to note the Greater
Baton Rouge Food Bank’s staff and volunteers provide an essential service to feed the food
insecure in our 11-parish service area.
The Greater Baton Rouge Food Bank is asking for volunteers to help sustain regular
operations as well as the increased demand for food services. In 2019, Food Bank volunteers
completed the work of 17 full-time employees. As the Food Bank is being called upon to
ensure that our most vulnerable neighbors have access to the food they need, we cannot
provide these vital services without our volunteers.
To ensure the safety of our volunteers, staff and the community we serve, we have increased
cleaning and sanitizing of our facility. Volunteers are separated into groups of 10 or less.
Volunteers must remain at least six feet apart from one another at all times and wear gloves
while participating in volunteer activities. We are following all safety regulations provided
by the CDC, local and state health agencies.
To ensure the safety of our volunteers, staff and the community we serve during this difficult
time, we have placed some additional restrictions on volunteers. You will be asked not to
volunteer if you answer yes to any of the following questions:
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Reminders & Requests
• If you would like to be part of our online worship services and can take and share a phone
video, please let Rev. David know! Email him, here.
• Call your fellow church members, especially those without online access. Email or leave a
phone message for the church office if you need contact information. Thank you!
• After review of the governor’s announcement regarding our stay-at-home order, we will be
asking you how you feel about and envision being able to gather again in our sanctuary.
Look for an email survey from us, soon.

Sharing Fish & Loves, cont’d from page four
•
•

Have you been in Orleans Parish or Jefferson Parish in the past two weeks?
Are you experiencing flu-like symptoms? (defined by coughing, fever, respiratory
symptoms or stomach virus symptoms or have had these symptoms recently)
• Have you been in contact with anyone who is COVID-19 symptomatic or has been
diagnosed with the COVID-19 virus?
• Have you traveled outside of the United States within the past 14 days?
• Have you knowingly had contact with a traveler who recently traveled outside of
the United States within the past 14 days, or a person who was experiencing flu like
symptoms within the past 14 days?
If none of the above apply and you are able to volunteer with us please visit volunteer.Visit
brfoodbank.org/calendar to find an opportunity to help us feed those in need. Volunteers
are asked to bring and wear masks when they volunteer. If you do not have a mask, please
contact the Food Bank Volunteer Coordinator at 225-359-9940.

ANDREW J. SOBERT, 1929-2020
With sadness, yet faith in the promise of the resurrection, we share news that Andy Sobert
died on April 25, 2020, in a Minnesota care facility due to the effects of COVID-19.
Andy was a U.S. Marine, had been a valued member of our community for several years,
and loving companion to Beverly Wolfe when he transferred to Minnesota for extended
care. Andy’s 90th birthday was September 30, 2019.
Grant, O Lord, to all who are bereaved the spirit of faith and courage, that they may have
strength to meet the days to come with steadfastness and patience; not sorrowing as those
without hope, but in thankful remembrance of your great goodness, and in the joyful expectation
of eternal life with those they love. This we ask in the Name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
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Our 2020 High School and University Graduates
Jenna Carballo is the
daughter of Heather &
Daniel Dickey and Lauren & Felix Carballo, and
granddaughter of Toni &
Mike Wilson and Brenda & Jerry Hilgendorf.
She is graduating from
Runnels High School
as an AP scholar with
honors, having maintained a 4.0 GPA her entire school career. Jenna is the president of the
National Honor Society, and member of Mu Alpha Theta and the International Thespian Society. Jenna was chosen to represent Runnels
in numerous literary rallies for her outstanding
performance in Spanish. While working hard
in school, and maintaining a part-time job,
she also enjoyed four years on the volleyball
team, finishing as team captain and libero. This
year, Jenna also discovered a new passion for
powerlifting when she joined the varsity team.
Her score of 33 on the ACT has awarded her
the highest academic scholarship available
at Louisiana Tech, where she will major in biomedical engineering. She plans to attend Texas A&M for her graduate studies.
Michaela Fennell is
the daughter of Lisa
& David Fennell. She
is graduating from
Dunham High School
where she was on the
varsity volleyball team
for four years, receiving
the coach’s award;
varsity soccer team for
three years, serving
as captain her senior year; and, varsity track
and field where she threw the javelin and
placed first in district. She is a member of the
National Honor Society and the Fellowship of

Christian Athletes. She will be attending the
University of Southern Mississippi, with plans
to major in biology and minor in French. Her
goal is to become a pediatric or orthopedic
physician assistant.
Scotty Griswold is the
eldest child of Michelle
& Scott Griswold. He is
graduating from LSU
with a B.A. in political
science and a minor
in screen arts. While
there, he wrote for the
student
newspaper,
The Reveille, worked in
the IT departments of
both Jacobs Engineering and LSU, and served
as an intern in U.S. Senator John Kennedy’s
local office. Scotty hopes to pursue a career
in legislative administration.
Brandon Miguez is the
son of Lorri Fontenot
and grandson of Beverly
and Wally Weselak. He
is graduating from LSU
and will be attending
aviation
school
in
Florida to become a
pilot with American
Airlines.
All wise, all loving God, we thank you for all your
gifts to us; for making us, for saving us in Christ,
for calling us to be your people. Look with love
on our graduates and bless them. By your
Spirit, they have many skills and talents and
help them to use these for your glory and for
the good of all people. In your kindness, guide
them along paths that are level and smooth,
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Prayer List
The following people represent some of the current concerns at First Christian Church. If you would like
to have a name added, update a current prayer request, or remove someone from the prayer list, please
fill out one of the prayer cards in the attendance books and put it in the offering plate, or contact us at
churchoffice@fccbrla.org, or 225-926-4175. Names will rotate off after two months without an update.

Members in our prayers:
Ann Baskin, Rita Brian, Dora & Ron Blackburn, Linda Burns-Sanders, Norma Carr, David
Chisham, Jody Chrisope, Pam Culp, the Grigg family, Rich Griswold, George Gullett,
Lee Gullett, Ruth Horn, Barbara Knight, Marie Ladner, Allen Lax, Helen Mitchener, Jerry
Moses, Bob & Jennifer Netterville, Helen Rankin, Ruth Riddle, Gladys & Kelly Runnels,
Bill Trotter, Mary Jon Turner, Travis Valenti
Friends & Family of Members in our prayers
Rev. Dwight Bailey, Donna & Don Bohlcke, Angela Maria Avansi Casarotti, Jimmie E.
Dugas, Frances Durham, Johnny Durham, Paul Foster, Judy Heacock, Patty Hubeny,
Ray Hutchinson, Mike Keene, Grandma Frances Krupala, Lee Lambert, Chelsey Miguez,
Judy Olson, Bobby Phillips, Cherry Quin, Debbie Riddle, Dolly Shultz, Dayna Coupel
Simoneaux, the family of Bobby Taylor, Claudia Wagner, Broadmoor Methodist Church
Members in Active Military Service:
PVT Gage Goodspeed

CONTACT INFORMATION AND ONLINE LINKS:
Church Office Phone:

225-926-4175		

Email: churchoffice@fccbrla.org

Rev. David Chisham:		

703-220-6011		

Email: david@fccbrla.org

Website: fccbrla.org			
YouTube Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
Facebook: https://facebook.com/fccbrla
Facebook Worship at Home: https://facebook.com/fccbrlaworshipathome
Instagram: https://instagram.com/fccbrla
Twitter: https://twitter.com/fccbrla
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We Are Thankful in All Things
We offer heartfelt thanks to those of our congregation who are giving extra as well as
those who are maintaining their giving in these times. As you are able, please keep up
your tithes and offerings. Our ministry continues, and our church response to needs in
our area, and beyond, is likely to increase in the days ahead.
Others of us may have had significant change to income during this time. Please contact
Brenda Hilgendorf, bookkeeper, if your circumstances necessitate an adjustment in
your giving. We don’t want this to be a stress to you, and it is very helpful for us in our
planning if we know what is going on with you — as well as to be able to support and
encourage our church family members in troubling times.
There are three ways to contribute to First Christian Church:
1. Mail your check to First Christian Church, 8484 Old Hammond Hwy., Baton Rouge LA
70809.
2. Drop off your check through the mail slot on the church office door. At least one of
the staff is going by daily to check the mail and the property.
3. Sign up for Bill Pay, a free service offered by just about all banks and credit unions,
and they’ll send a check based on your account instructions and schedule.

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ

8484 Old Hammond Hwy.
Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1317
225-926-4175 | fccbrla.org

ALL SERVICES AND GATHERINGS AT CHURCH TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED
JOIN US ONLINE FOR WORSHIP, PRAYER AND DEVOTIONALS: fccbrla.org

