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He is Risen!
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community create our 2020 Easter Cross.
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CLIFFHANGER

I’m sorry I left some of you feeling like 
I was hanging off a cliff in my Easter 
sermon. I told the story about my visit 
to the medical clinic because of severe 
pain in my leg, but didn’t tell you what 
the diagnosis was. It looks like the cause 
is sciatica. I know a number of you have 
dealt with sciatica and understand what 
I’m going through, and I covet your 
prayers for recovery.

I’m receiving good care from a doctor, 
and though I’m still quite uncomfortable, 
at least I’ve come a long way from where I was on April Fools’ Day, collapsed on the 
floor. 

All in all, if there is a good time for this to happen, this is the time. Our government and 
health leaders have told us we need to limit going out in public, and apparently my 
body, and the Lord, have concurred that I am to stay home!  If we had met for worship 
in the sanctuary these past two Sundays (Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday), there is 
no way I could have stood, or even sat down, to lead worship and deliver a sermon. 
The good thing about our video worship services is I can do everything with my legs 
propped up on a couch and no one knows the difference.

Through this, I’m very thankful for my family. Kori and Layne have been taking extra 
special care of me. And, I’m very thankful for all of you in the congregation and how you 
have responded to these awkward circumstances. This was certainly a strange way to 
celebrate Holy Week, but I think many, if not all, of us found this a significant moment 
in our lives, reminding us of what and why we celebrate.

Remember that on that first Easter morning, the disciples were locked away in a house, 
hiding from the specter of death. Jesus had been executed less than 48 hours before, 
and the followers of Jesus hid away, fearing the same might happen to them. And it 
would be weeks before the disciples were brave enough to go out into the world, 
just like it looks like it will be at least a few more weeks before we will be back out 

Rev. David Chisham as he videos prayer and 
worship services from home.
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Rev. Dr. David Chisham
Senior Minister

Reminders & Requests
• It is especially important to take care of yourself during this time — not only practicing all the 

physical health reminders from the CDC, but tending to your emotional and spiritual health, 

too. We hope some of the resources we’ve offered may be of assistance.

• If you would like to be part of our worship services and can take and share a phone video, 

please let Rev. David know! Email him, here.

• Please continue to make your tithes and offerings, by mail to 8484 Old Hammond Hwy., 

Baton Rouge LA 70809, or drop through the slot in the office door. 

• Call your fellow church members, especially those without online access. Email or leave a 

phone message for the church office if you need contact information. Thank you!

and about. But now that we realize how much we miss being together, let us not take 
for granted the blessing of meeting and worshiping together. Even more, as we look 
forward to Pentecost and the Holy Spirit descending upon the believers, let us look 
forward to sharing the good news that Jesus is risen and has given to us rich gifts of 
new creation, salvation, community and kinship in Christ.

I encourage you to continue to take care of yourselves.  Unplug from the 24-hour news 
cycle and plug into those things that fill your soul and heart. Continue to check in on 
your friends and family. The weather looks great this week, so get outside if you can, 
and enjoy the fresh air!

And may the peace that passes understanding guard your hearts and minds!

Faithfully in Christ, 

mailto:david%40fccbrla.org?subject=I%20Want%20to%20Help%20with%20Worship%20Online%21
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Thoughts shared on combating loneliness, isolation, and boredom during quarantine shared 
by Judy Lester and others. If you’ve read or come up with something that helps, or want to 
share what you’re up to, please write us at churchoffice@fccbrla.org

• Keep to a schedule - Start each day with a plan including a few things you will do, 
notes about how you’re feeling and what you’re doing, and a log of symptoms if 
you’re also having to manage illness, to help you feel proactive.

• Stay informed - to a point - People generally have better psychological functioning 
and resilience when they have up-to-date health information and advice. But, 
watching too much news or consuming too much content can be overwhelming. 
Choose to check news twice a day, or set a limit on social media time. Be sure to 
use factual sources, and to use your critical thinking skills.

• Stay active - Walk around your neighborhood while maintaining social distancing, 
or measure out a path in your yard, home, or apartment. Using household items, 
develop an exercise plan that fits your abilities (leg lifts while holding a chair, arm 
lifts using canned goods as weights, etc.) or find yoga or stretching workouts online.

• Do something meaningful for yourself or others - Call someone on the telephone, 
send those letters you’ve thought about for a long time, sign-up for an online 
course, create or work on your family tree. 

• Find sources of comfort you can enjoy, even if alone - Take a bubble bath, watch 
favorite TV shows or re-read favorite books, have a cup of herbal tea, snuggle with 
your pet, or fix a favorite comfort food.

• Create something - Practice writing in a journal each day, take up calligraphy, 
write haiku, short stories, or start that novel! Sort your photos into albums or boxes, 
organize the junk drawer, choose a room to redecorate by moving things around.

• Plan for the future - Make your bucket list, order some seedlings or bulbs, review 
your financial plan, wills, health directives.

• Treat yourself gently - Find ways of accepting the difficult emotions that may arise 
as coming and going. Sometimes, offering help or comfort to others helps our own 
emotional struggles as we internalize the support and encouragement we can 
share with them. 

• Reach out  - Keep in touch with family and friends on a regular schedule to let 
them know how you’re doing. Ask for help when needed, and accept help when 
it’s offered. While others help you, you’re giving them the gift of being meaningful.

Combating Quarantine Blues

mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=Quarantine%20Ideas
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An Online Easter Celebration

We are grateful to all who have contributed to our online prayer and worship opportunities. 
Here are some special scenes from Easter Sunday’s worship, available on our website at 
fccbrla.org/worshipathome

Clockwise from top left: Charles Riddle assisted Ted 
Morgan providing video of the church decorated 
for Easter; Crystal & Dr. João Casarotti provided 
music and Easter hymns; Jill & David Brian called 
us to worship; Felicia & Leatus Still read scripture; 
Michaela, Lisa & David Fennell led communion; 
Aaron Turnipseed and students provided 
communion music; Rev. Dr. David Chisham 

gave the Easter message; Lucy Cody led children’s 
worship; Vera Zholondz provided music; and (inner, 
top to bottom) Shelly Cody, along with Callie and 
Cora, led children’s songs and Callie did scripture 
reading; and, special guest, Fr. Albert Haase, OFM, 
gave our Easter charge and benediction. Dozens of 
our church family contributed Easter flower photos to 
help create our flowered cross on the cover. The Lord 
is Risen! He is Risen indeed!

https://fccbrla.org/worshipathome
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Happy 96th Birthday, Harvey Pryor!
May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon 
you, and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give 
you peace. —Numbers 6:24-26

Share your greetings by mail: Mr. Harvey Pryor, 5445 Government 
St., Apt. 329, Baton Rouge LA 70806-6072, or phone 225-272-5193.

From the Board Chair
Greetings All — 

As many of you are aware, the CARES 
Act as passed by our federal government 
has many programs offering financial 
assistance in a variety of ways to various 
individuals and entities. It turns out that 
non-profit organizations such as our church 
qualify under the Paycheck Protection 
Program. The Finance Committee looked 
into this in detail and after due diligence 
recommended to the Board that we apply 
for a forgivable SBA loan as allowed under 
the PPP. The Board voted to approve this 
action and to that end we have put in 
our application with the bank. Like many 
others we are waiting to hear the status 
of the application at this time. When we 
find out for certain whether or not we were 
approved, we will provide an update to you 
all. However, in the meantime I wanted to 
break down the way the loan works so you 
are aware of those details.

The gist of the program is that we can 
potentially receive an amount equivalent 
to 2.5x the average monthly payroll cost 
based on our payroll expenses for the 
12-month period prior to 2/15/20. Under 
the Small Business Administration (SBA) 
guidelines, the money received can 
technically be spent on overhead costs 

other than payroll.  However, the way 
the loan can become a grant is that we 
document how we spend the money and 
submit this documentation to SBA at a later 
date TBD. Any monies spent on qualifying 
payroll expenses will be forgiven dollar 
for dollar. Additionally, any monies spent 
on qualifying overhead (rent, utilities, 
loan interest, etc.) up to 25% of the total 
loan amount can also be forgiven. Should 
we still have a loan balance left after we 
document the above, that money would 
then be owed back to the government 
at a rate of 0.98% (confirmed during the 
application process) to be paid back over 
a maximum two-year period. Of course, 
our intent would be to spend this money 
on qualifying expenses only, but there is 
some latitude here as allowed by the SBA.

I hope you all continue to stay safe and 
healthy out there. This too shall pass, even 
if it doesn’t feel like it some days. I look 
forward to seeing everyone again when 
we are able to open the church doors and 
meet as one body under Christ. Until then, 
take comfort in knowing that our Heavenly 
Father is on his throne and in control.

Love and peace,
Pam Jones, Board Chair
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Prayer List
The following people represent some of the current concerns at First Christian Church. If you would like 
to have a name added, update a current prayer request, or remove someone from the prayer list, please 
fill out one of the prayer cards in the attendance books and put it in the offering plate, or contact us at 
churchoffice@fccbrla.org, or 225-926-4175. Names will rotate off after two months without an update.

Members in our prayers: 

Ann Baskin, Rita Brian, Dora & Ron Blackburn, Linda  Burns-Sanders, Norma Carr, David 

Chisham, Jody Chrisope, Pam Culp, the Grigg family, Rich Griswold, George  Gullett, 

Lee Gullett, Ruth Horn, Barbara Knight, Marie Ladner, Allen Lax, Helen Mitchener, Jerry 

Moses, Bob & Jennifer Netterville, Helen Rankin, Ruth Riddle, Gladys & Kelly Runnels, 

Andy Sobert, Bill Trotter, Mary Jon Turner, Travis Valenti

Friends & Family of Members in our prayers 

Rev. Dwight Bailey, Donna & Don Bohlcke, Angela Maria Avansi  Casarotti, Jimmie E. 

Dugas, Frances Durham, Paul Foster, Judy Heacock, Patty Hubeny, Ray Hutchinson, 

Mike Keene, Grandma Frances Krupala, Lee Lambert, Chelsey Miguez, Judy Olson, 

Bobby Phillips, Cherry Quin, Debbie Riddle, Dolly Shultz, Dayna Coupel Simoneaux, 

the family of Virginia Spicer, the family of Bobby  Taylor, Claudia Wagner, Broadmoor 

Methodist Church 

Members in Active Military Service: 

PVT Gage Goodspeed

CONTACT INFORMATION AND ONLINE LINKS:
Church Office Phone: 225-926-4175  Email: churchoffice@fccbrla.org

Rev. David Chisham:  703-220-6011  Email: david@fccbrla.org

Website:   fccbrla.org   

YouTube Video Channel: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured

Facebook: https://facebook.com/fccbrla

Facebook Worship at Home: https://facebook.com/fccbrlaworshipathome

Instagram: https://instagram.com/fccbrla

Twitter: https://twitter.com/fccbrla

mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org?subject=Prayer%20List
mailto:churchoffice%40fccbrla.org%20?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
mailto:david%40fccbrla.org?subject=From%20Newsletter%20Link
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https://www.youtube.com/user/FCCBRLA/featured
https://facebook.com/fccbrla
https://www.facebook.com/fccbrlaworshipathome
https://instagram.com/fccbrla
https://twitter.com/fccbrla
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Disciples of Christ
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Baton Rouge, LA 70809-1317
225-926-4175  |  fccbrla.org

ALL SERVICES AND GATHERINGS AT CHURCH TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED 

JOIN US  ONLINE FOR WORSHIP, PRAYER AND DEVOTIONALS: fccbrla.org

Your Tithes and Offerings
As you are able, please keep up your tithes and offerings. Our ministry continues, and 
our church response to needs in our area is likely to increase in the days ahead.

While we are unable to worship together in our sanctuary, while it may seem odd to 
some, you can send in your offering by mail, or by dropping it through the mail slot 
in the church office door. Others of us may have had significant change to income 
during this time. Please contact Brenda Hilgendorf, bookkeeper, if your circumstances 
necessitate a change in your giving. We don’t want this to be a stress to you, and it is 
very helpful for us to adjust our planning if we know what is going on with you — as well 
as to be able to support and encourage our church family members in troubling times.

There are three ways to contribute to First Christian Church:

1. Mail your check to First Christian Church, 8484 Old Hammond Hwy., Baton Rouge LA 
70809;

2. Drop off your check through the mail slot on the church office door. At least one of 
the staff is going by daily to check the mail and the property.

3. Sign up for Bill Pay, a free service offered by just about all banks and credit unions, 
and they’ll send a check based on your account instructions and schedule!

https://fccbrla.org
https://fccbrla.org
mailto:brenda%40fccbrla.org?subject=Offerings

